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May 20, 1904 962 

Transactions on account of smallpox in northern Maine, Canadian 

border. 

Report from Lowelltown, Me. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Boothby reports (through Surgeon Kal- 
loch) as follows: 

Week ended April 27, 1904. Persons from Quebec for Maine lum- 
ber camps inspected, 119; vaccinated, 25; disinfected, 8; returned to 
Canada, 3. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, lex. 
Inspection of Victoria, Linares, Monterey, and New Laredo. 

Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, May 3, through Assistant 
Surgeon McClintic, as follows: 

As the result of inspection of Victoria, Linares, Montere} 7 , and New 
Laredo, I desire to state that I failed to find any suspicion of the 
presence of yellow fever at any of the points above mentioned except 
New Laredo, which I visited at the suggestion of Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Richardson, and after as careful an inspection of New Laredo 
as it is possible to make under existing conditions, all I found was an 
epidemic of scarlet fever. . 

In this connection I desire to state that it is extremely difficult if 
not impossible to obtain absolutely reliable information as to the 
existence of yellow fever. 

The health of Victoria, Linares, and Monterey is about at its normal. 
• Various sanitary measures have been taken at the above points to 
prevent a recrudescence this summer. Of these, fumigation of houses, 
cisterns, and wells has been fairly extensively practiced in Victoria, 
Linares, and Monterey. It is reported that up to April 9 there were 
fumigated 1,614 houses in Monterey and 1,458 in Linares. 

Particular attention has been given to the wells and cisterns with a 
view to killing the larvae. Officially all wells and cisterns in Linares 
and Monterey have been fumigated twice. In a general way this is 
true, but as the fumigation was in many instances left to the house- 
holder, who did not always find it convenient to do as directed, there 
are a very considerable number of exceptions to the general rule. 

In a general way, too, wells and cisterns, practically the only sources 
of water supply in Victoria, Linares, and Monterej^, have been supplied 
with covers, which in a considerable proportion of cases are not made 
use of. This is a fault, obviously, difficult to remedy, except perhaps 
by sealing all wells and supplying them with pumps. 

Hereafter the fumigation of wells and cisterns in Monterey will 
have to be done by the owners at their own expense. How generally 
this order will be obeyed remains to be seen. Another measure just 
promulgated recommends the screening of all persons with fever until 
a positive diagnosis, excluding j^ellow fever, is arrived at. To the 
poor the mosquito netting will be supplied by the city on request. 
I may add that the State board of nealth of Nuevo Leon and the 
superior board of health of Mexico have agreed to establish a quar- 
antine station on the line of the Monterey and Tampico Railroad, at a 
point known as "Tanque del Forlon," a point about 80 or 90 miles 
from Tampico, where, should yellow fever appear in Tampico, it is 



